


ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is Accounting and Finance?
Accounting and Finance focuses on financial literacy and aims to provide students with a range of skills that enable 
them to make sound financial judgements. Students will develop an understanding of accounting and financial 
management. 

How will Accounting and Finance help me in the future?
Accounting and Finance will help you to make informed decisions about your finances, both personal and business. It 
aims to make students financially literate by creating an understanding of the systems and processes of financial 
practices and decision-making. The course also will also help you to understand the ethical, social and environmental 
issues involved in running a business. 

What careers can Accounting and Finance lead to?
The study of Accounting and Finance can be a valuable background to careers such as accounting, running a small 
business, management of or working in a large business, human resources and financial planning.

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12?

What are the pre-requisites?
‘C+’ Grade (60%) in HASS or English
In addition to ‘B’ grade in Advanced Mathematics /  ‘B+’ Grade in Standard Mathematics

VISIT: http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/humanities-and-social-
sciences/accounting-and-finance

TALK TO: 
Mr Phillips: alan.phillips@iona.wa.edu.au
Ms.  Amperiadis:  ioanna.amperiadis@iona.wa.edu.au

YEAR 11

Accounting and Finance ATAR Unit 1: Students learn 
about accounting for business. Students apply their 
understanding of financial principles, systems and 
institutions to manage financial information and 
make decisions in a variety of small businesses. 

Accounting and Finance ATAR Unit 2: Students learn 
about accounting in practice. They apply financial 
principles to the operation of small businesses, 
prepare and analyse financial reports, including 
budgets, and become familiar with the main aspects 
of electronic processing of financial data. 

YEAR 12

Accounting and Finance ATAR Unit 3: Students learn 
about Australian public companies and how they are 
regulated by the Corporations Act. The financing, 
business position and performance of larger 
businesses are identified and evaluated. 

Accounting and Finance ATAR Unit 4: Students learn 
about Australian companies operating in a global 
setting. They learn about the role of international 
financial markets and standards, and critically 
discuss their impact on a business. 

LEARN MORE



BIOLOGY
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is Biology ?
A unique appreciation of life and a better understanding of the living world are gained through studying the Biology 
ATAR course. 

What careers can Biology lead to?
Vet Science
Environmental Science

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12?

What are the pre-requisites?
70% in Biology Topic (Advanced, Intermediate, Standard) or 75% in General

VISIT: http://senior-
secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-
materials/science/biology

TALK TO: Mrs Rowden   carolyn.rowden@iona.wa.edu.au

YEAR 11

Ecosystems and biodiversity Unit 1: 
In this unit, students analyse abiotic and biotic 
ecosystem components and their interactions, using 
classification systems for data collection, 
comparison and evaluation.

From single cells to multicellular organisms Unit 2: 
In this unit, students analyse abiotic and biotic 
ecosystem components and their interactions, using 
classification systems for data collection, 
comparison and evaluation.

YEAR 12

Unit 3:
Students investigate mechanisms of heredity and the 
ways in which inheritance patterns can be explained, 
modelled and predicted; they connect these patterns 
to population dynamics and apply the theory of 
evolution by natural selection in order to examine 
changes in populations.

Unit 4:
Students investigate system change and continuity in 
response to changing external conditions and 
pathogens; they investigate homeostasis and the 
transmission and impact of infectious disease; and 
they consider the factors that encourage or reduce 
the spread of infectious disease at the population 
level. 

LEARN MORE



BUSINESS MANAGEMENT and 
ENTERPRISE
General

Year 11 2020

What is Business Management and Enterprise?
The Business Management and Enterprise course gives students the opportunity to understand how vital business is to 
individuals and society, and how it impacts on many aspects of our lives. Business requires a combination of skills, 
aptitude, creativity, initiative and enterprise to operate effectively.

How will Business Management and Enterprise help me in the future?
Business Management and Enterprise will teach you how to develop the vision to succeed in the business world. You 
will learn how to become strategic, enterprising, innovative and creative. You will be exposed to a wide range of 
business activities and management strategies and become more aware of how to make sensible and responsible 
business decisions in your own life.

What careers can Business Management and Enterprise lead to?
The study of Business Management and Enterprise is a valuable background to careers such as accounting, running a 
small business, management of or working in a large business, human resources and financial planning.

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12?

What are the pre-requisites?
There are no formal pre-requisites. Year 10 Small Business Management is desirable.

VISIT: http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/humanities-and-social-
sciences/business-management-and-enterprise 

TALK TO: 
Miss Beekink: gemma.beekink@iona.wa.edu.au
Ms. Amperiadis:  ioanna.amperiadis@iona.wa.edu.au

YEAR 11

Business Management & Enterprise General Unit 1:
The focus of this unit is on establishing a small 
business. Opportunities are provided to explore 
business start-ups and to explore the factors that 
contribute to success, such as entrepreneurship and 
innovative thinking.

Business Management & Enterprise General Unit 2:
The unit involves running a small business in the 
school/local environment. The concepts of 
innovation, marketing and competition, and key 
factors that influence consumer decision-making are 
introduced.

YEAR 12

Business Management & Enterprise General Unit 3:
The focus of this unit is success in business at a 
national level. It explores what it takes to be 
successful beyond the initial start-up stage, such as 
marketing campaigns, expansion in products and 
diversification.

Business Management & Enterprise General Unit 4:
The focus of this unit is business growth and the 
challenges faced by businesses expanding at a 
national level. Students explore issues including 
intellectual property and protecting business ideas.

LEARN MORE



CHEMISTRY
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is Chemistry?
The Chemistry ATAR course equips students with the knowledge, understanding and opportunity to investigate 
properties and reactions of materials.

What careers can Chemistry lead to?
Chemical Engineer
Pharmacist
Medicine

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12?

What are the pre-requisites?
70% in Year 10 Advanced or Intermediate Chemistry Topic
Plus: C Grade in Year 10 Advanced/Extension Maths or A or B Grade Standard Maths

VISIT: http://senior-
secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-
materials/science/chemistry

TALK TO: Mr Larcher   carl.larcher@iona.wa.edu.au

YEAR 11

Chemical fundamentals: structure, properties and 
reactions Unit 1: 
In this unit, students use models of atomic structure 
and bonding to explain the macroscopic properties of 
materials. Students develop their understanding of 
the energy changes associated with chemical 
reactions and the use of chemical equations to 
calculate the masses of substances involved in 
chemical reactions

Molecular interactions and reactions Unit 2: 
In this unit, students continue to develop their 
understanding of bonding models and the 
relationship between structure, properties and 
reactions, including consideration of the factors that 
affect the rate of chemical reactions. Students 
investigate the unique properties of water and the 
properties of acids and bases, and use chemical 
equations to calculate the concentrations and 
volumes of solutions involved in chemical reactions.

YEAR 12

Unit 3
Students investigate the concept of reversibility of 
reactions and the dynamic nature of equilibrium in 
chemical systems; contemporary models of acid-
base behaviour that explain their properties and 
uses; and the principles of oxidation and reduction 
reactions, including the generation of electricity from 
electrochemical cells.

Unit 4
Students develop their understanding of the 
relationship between the structure, properties and 
chemical reactions of different organic functional 
groups. Students also investigate the process of 
chemical synthesis to form useful substances and 
products and the need to consider a range of factors 
in the design of these processes.

LEARN MORE



CHILDREN, FAMILY AND COMMUNITY
General Year 11 2020

What is Children, Family and Community?

The Children, Family and the Community (CFC) course focuses on individual, family and societal factors that influence 
human development, health status and the wellbeing of individuals, families and communities.

CFC suits both ATAR and Access course students. ATAR students often select Children, Family and Community as their 
sixth subject. Access students select CFC as one of their six subject choices.

Children, Family and Community is a hands-on course with practical aspects, and various incursions, guest speakers 
and excursions. The written component explores current issues.

Students explore the health of individuals and communities and the protective and preventative strategies that impact 
on growth and development. 

They engage in shared research, examine goal setting, self-management, decision making, communication and 
cooperation skills when creating products, services or systems that will assist individuals, families and communities to 
achieve their needs and wants. 

Career paths for Children, Family and Community are education, nursing, occupational therapy, sociology, psychology, 
community services.

What are the Prerequisites?
None

TALK TO: Ms Watson –
meg.watson@iona.wa.edu.au



DANCE
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is involved?
The Year 11 ATAR Dance Course is divided into two units, which both have a core focus. Unit 1 focuses on the 
exploration of popular culture and how this leads to a wider understanding of the diverse contexts and functions of 
dance in society. Unit 2 focuses on the diverse range and functions of dance in Australia. Students analyse critically 
their own cultural beliefs and values in relation to traditional and contemporary dance forms and styles, and develop 
an understanding of their own dance heritage. 

How are students assessed?
The course assessments are made up of 60% practical and 40% written, including a Semester 1 and Semester 2 
examination for each. 

What activities are students involved in?
• Choreography of individual and group performances
• Viewing and analysis of professional performances
• Study of anatomy and biomechanics
• Research and case study reports
• Dance technique classes
• Study and design of set, sound, lighting and costume

Who should choose Dance?
The Year 11 Dance ATAR course is an excellent course and is not just for students wanting to pursue a career in 
Performing Arts. The course provides opportunities for students to experience authentic learning and develop 
transferable skills, which they can apply to their life and careers after school. 

Benefits of the course: 
• Artistic: Arts appreciation, musicality, creative expression, creative design, imagination, innovation
• Social: Cooperation and collaboration, communication skills
• Individual: Confidence, self-discipline, resilience, accuracy, organisation, creativity
• Physical: Fitness, coordination, flexibility, strength
• Intellectual: Planning, sequential learning, analysis, spatial development, problem solving, right and left brain 

inclusion (holistic thinking).

“I chose Dance as an ATAR subject because I wanted to be physically and academically challenged in a subject. I’ve danced 
all my life and saw this as an opportunity to gain further recognition in something I love. Reflecting on my experiences in 
Years 11 and 12, I have gained a new ability to think more laterally after completing the original set solo; I loved being 
challenged outside of my comfort zone.”  

- Phoebe Howie, 2016 Iona Presentation College graduate, Performing Arts Perspectives 2017 dancer.

LEARN MORE:
Visit scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/arts/dance

TALK TO: Ms Staniforth – lauren.staniforth@iona.wa.edu.au



DESIGN: GRAPHICS 
GENERAL Year 11 2020

What is Design General?

This course is designed for students that wish to gain university entrance using an alternative pathway or produce a 
design portfolio for TAFE or industry acceptance. Students are required to produce a portfolio, which is worth 70% of 
the course mark. The remaining 30% of the course is response tasks.

The General Design course is ideally suited to students who enjoy studying Design and Multimedia and would like to 
continue their studies into Year 11 with a focus on practical and hands-on projects. 

Design Graphics covers various visual communication projects such as identity, magazine covers, typography and 
photography. Students will get an opportunity to combine all their design skills in an electronic portfolio using graphic 
industry programs such as Adobe creative suite. 

• Girls study Design graphics 4 periods a week.
• Entrance requirements are a ‘C’ or above in Year 10 Design and Multimedia or by arrangement with the Head of 

Learning Area.
• Students have an opportunity to go on a field trip to the Perth CBD, they will get a chance to see various Perth 

Illustrators/artists and Art pieces as well as visiting some local design galleries.
• Finished projects will be displayed at the annual Creative Arts Exhibition.
• Study and career paths include graphic design, photography, fine art, advertising

What are the prerequisites?
‘C’ or above in Year 10 Design Graphics or by arrangement with the Head of Learning Area

LEARN MORE:
Visit: scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-
materials/arts/design

TALK TO: Ms Bird –
chantawan.bird@iona.wa.edu.au



DRAMA
ATAR Year 11 2020

Why choose Drama?
Drama, as a curriculum subject, is not solely about creating actors, directors, writers or designers but rather socially 
aware young people who can engage with a rapidly changing world.

Drama also builds:
• Creativity – the ability to respond to situations and seek solutions
• Confidence – the ability to act and react to situations and people
• Collaboration – the ability to work with others on a shared event
• Communication – the expression of ideas to others (within the class and to the audience)
• Compassion – the thinking from another’s point of view (usually within role, either in process or product drama)
• Critical Thinking – the identification and evaluation of evidence to guide decision making
• Culture – the exploration of difference and unity, be that historical or geographical

Outstanding Results in WACE and ATAR Drama
• In 2018, the Year 12 Drama students on average, finished 13% above the state moderated average.
• The amount of Iona students achieving an A Grade in Drama in 2018 is 6.3% higher than the state average.
• On average, students in the practical examination scored 5.75% above the mean school mark and students in the 

written examination scored 1.6% below the mean school mark. The results indicates a strong consistency of 
achievement. 

What are the pre-requisites?
‘B’ grade in Year 10 Drama

VISIT: http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/arts/drama 

TALK TO: Mr Brant – Josh.Brant@iona.wa.edu.au
Ms Lyons - Emily.Lyons@iona.wa.edu.au

MYTH FACT

I must be a talented actor You must be a willing participant, we will give you the 
tools and teach you how to use them.

I must be a confident person Drama will give you the confidence that you need to 
succeed in any chosen career.

I can only choose Drama if I have participated in the 
College Musical or other Co-curricular events

It is not compulsory to participate in culture 
activities, however it is encouraged.

Drama is not an academic subject Drama is a highly academic subject. The difference is 
that in drama we learn through doing, rather than 
just listening and memorizing.

I can only choose Drama if I plan to have a career in 
the Performing Arts

Our graduates occasionally choose a career in the 
Performing Arts. Drama prepares you for any future 
career.

Drama is a good option if I am unsure which subjects 
to choose

Drama is a very challenging yet ultimately rewarding 
subject. Choose it because you enjoy it.

LEARN MORE



ENGLISH
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is English ATAR?
English ATAR examines the use and effects of language in a wide range of texts and contexts. It involves analysing 
and evaluating texts; and creating imaginative, interpretive, persuasive and analytical responses.

A student should select English ATAR in Year 11 if she:
• Already has sound English skills and would like to extend them
• Enjoys examining a variety of texts, and discussing aspects of her world and society, and 
• Enjoys writing and speaking in a variety of modes

The English ATAR examination (3 hours, 3 sections)
• Section I: Comprehending - Three questions in response to previously unseen written and visual text/s
• Section II: Responding - Written response referencing previously studied texts
• Section III: Composing - Production of a sustained imaginative, interpretative or persuasive written text

To achieve success in English ATAR, a student will:
• Show an interest in exploring a wide range of text types
• Be interested in expressing her understanding in a variety of ways: creative and analytical writing, individual and 

group presentation
• Independently read regularly and widely
• Independently view a range of varied texts
• Independently practise her writing skills

Whatever course a student elects to follow in Years 11 and 12, she will be encouraged to:
• Develop her appreciation of the texts she will encounter in her life
• Express herself effectively
• Learn about the power of language to reflect and shape our lives, and
• Develop her ability to think critically about her world

A student’s English teacher best knows which course will suit her. We strongly advise a student to consult her teacher 
when she is making her subject selection.

What are the pre-requisites?
C+ in Year 10 English Standard or C- Advanced; or A+ in English General

VISIT: http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/english

TALK TO: Ms Perera–
samantha.perera@iona.wa.edu.au 

LEARN MORE



ENGLISH LITERATURE or
ENGLISH Year 11 2020

The lists below give an indication of how the two courses – Literature and English differ from each other. They do not 
cover aspects that are common to both.

ENGLISH LITERATURE

Study a broad range of non-fiction, fiction, print, and 
non-print (visual) texts; (particularly those in 
circulation in our society).

Close focus on drama, poetry and prose fiction texts; 
other text types are considered but not the focus of 
study. 

Write in a variety of styles and for a range of 
purposes: eg opinionative essays; stories; short-
answer responses.

Most writing takes the form of analytical, referential 
essays; creative writing forms a small part of 
assessment tasks.

Discuss the features of various genres and how they 
convey ideas. 

Explore how genres and literary approaches develop 
and change over time (social/historical influences 
on/of texts); and how they represent ideas.

Examine how texts influence audience responses. Examine how texts reflect, privilege and challenge 
ideologies.

Consider the social, functional and interest value of 
texts.

Consider the ideological and aesthetic value of texts.

Private study: expects independent, wide 
reading/viewing of a broad range and variety of texts.

Private study: expects independent, deep reading of a 
range of texts covering literary periods, and a variety 
of sub-genres. Also requires wider reading of critical 
matter concerning texts.

Private study: regular practice of writing in different 
modes – eg. short answer, essay.

Private study: regular writing practice to apply 
understandings of literary terminology and concepts.

Three (3) hour exam:
i. Comprehending: extended short answers  in 

response to written and visual texts
ii. Responding: written response referencing 

previously studied texts
iii. Composing: production of a sustained 

imaginative, interpretative or persuasive written 
text

Three (3) hour exam:
i. Analytical essay: close textual analysis of a 

poem, prose or drama extract
ii. Two referential essays



ENGLISH
GENERAL Year 11 2020

What is English General?
English General develops and builds the skills students require for effective communication and engagement in their 
societies. It involves the study of English in everyday, community, social, further education, training and workplace 
contexts.

A student should select English General in Year 11 if she:
• Wishes to consolidate and develop her English skills
• Is interested in a range of text types, and
• Is interested in writing and speaking in a variety of formats and styles

English General externally set task (Year 12 only)
• One (1) hour written task
• Between one and two questions, maybe some with reference to previously unseen stimulus materials

To achieve success in English General, a student will:
• Show an interest in exploring a wide range of text types
• Be interested in expressing her understanding in a variety of ways: creative and analytical writing, individual and 

group presentation
• Independently read regularly and widely
• Independently view a range of varied texts
• Independently practise her writing skills

Whatever course a student elects to follow in Years 11 and 12, she will be encouraged to:
• Develop her appreciation of the texts she will encounter in her life
• Express herself effectively
• Learn about the power of language to reflect and shape our lives, and
• Develop her ability to think critically about her world

A student’s English teacher best knows which course will suit her. We strongly advise a student to consult her teacher 
when she is making her subject selection.

VISIT: http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/english

TALK TO: Ms Perera–
samantha.perera@iona.wa.edu.au 

LEARN MORE



FOOD SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
General Year 11 2020

What is Food Science and Technology?

Food Science and Technology provides opportunities for students to develop their food-related interests and 
understandings, through the design and production of food-related products, services or systems. 

This course is suitable for Access Pathway students as one of their six subjects, as well as, ATAR students wishing for 
a sixth subject that is not ATAR.

This course enhances employability, leading to further training and employment opportunities in areas that include 
food processing, hospitality, retail, community services, health and education; in careers such as teaching, chef, 
dietician, barista, wine industry, fitness industry and food styling.

The Food Science and Technology General course provides opportunities for students to explore and develop food-
related interests and skills. Food impacts every aspect of daily life and is essential for maintaining overall health and 
wellbeing, therefore, a background knowledge is highly beneficial.

Principles of dietary planning, adapting recipes and production techniques are considered for specific groups of 
people. A focus on practical based learning is a focus.

Occupational safety and health requirements and safe food handling practices are implemented to produce high 
quality food products.

Food Science and Technologies is studied 4 lessons per week.

What are the prerequisites?
None

TALK TO: Ms Watson –
meg.watson@iona.wa.edu.au



FRENCH
ATAR Year 11 2020

Why choose a language?

Languages can help you with your career choices. 
They can open many doors.

• Commerce – import/export clerk, interpreter, bank officer, trade officer, import/export
• Education: language teacher, speech pathologist, translator, teacher’s aide
• Engineering: engineers in French-speaking countries, such as working for UNESCO
• Hospitality: hotel manager, receptionist, waiter, food critic
• International relations – diplomat, interpreter, foreign affairs officer, media film and television, journalist, singer, 

actor.
• Marketing: human resources, working in industries; import/export products (Australian companies – technology, 

food and beverages, aboriginal art, lighting, clothing and textiles, cosmetics, plants and flowers, wool, coal)
• Public relations: fashion (designer, stylist), flight attendant, banker, public relations officer, local government, social 

worker, welfare worker, lawyer, barrister
• Security: customs officer, immigration officer, defence, counter-terrorism
• Social justice: work in a range of professions (e.g. Medicine, law, education) in the field of social justice
• Tourism: small business, niche tourism, eco-tourism, tourist guide, travel consultant

Bonus for Languages other than English
They can help you enter your chosen course at university. 

Curtin University, Edith Cowan University, Murdoch University and the University of Western Australia offer a 10% TER 
(ATAR) bonus to WA Certificate of Education students who undertake study of a language other than English in Year 12. 
This represents the value the institutions have in second language skills. A LOTE bonus of 10% of a LOTE scaled score 
is added to the best four scaled scores. You receive the LOTE bonus irrespective of whether your LOTE course scaled 
score was counted as one of the best four. (https://www.tisc.edu.au/static-fixed/guide/slar-2019.pdf)

Rationale for Language Learning
• Communicate in another language 
• Develop a sense of Social Justice
• Enhance  intellectual and social development
• Enhance understanding of their first language and culture
• Expand  knowledge and approach to tasks with insights gained from another culture and language
• Participate in the life of another culture and gain an understanding of the similarities and differences between 

cultures
• Enhance their self-esteem

LEARN MORE: https://senior-
secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-
materials/languages/french-second-language#

TALK TO: Ms Champalle –
catherine.champalle@iona.wa.edu.au

https://www.tisc.edu.au/static-fixed/guide/slar-2017.pdf)


FRENCH
ATAR Year 11 2020

Course Outcomes
The French: Second Language ATAR course is designed to facilitate achievement of the following outcomes.
• Outcome 1- Listening and responding
Students listen and respond to a range of texts.
• Outcome 2- Spoken interaction
Students communicate in French through spoken interaction.
• Outcome 3- Viewing, reading and responding
Students view, read and respond to a range of texts.
• Outcome 4- Writing
Students write a variety of texts in French.

External Examinations and Competitions
The Alliance Francaise Examinations for Years 10, 11 and 12 students of French

A student should continue with languages if she:
• Enjoys the lessons and is achieving and A /B or good C grade
• Wishes to go on study tours such as France or La Reunion
• Wishes to participate in exchange student experiences

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12?

What are the pre-requisites?
‘Mid -High “C’’ Grade i.e above 60%

VISIT: https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/languages/french-second-
language

TALK TO: Ms Champalle –
catherine.champalle@iona.wa.edu.au

YEAR 11

Unit 1 C’est la vie! (That’s life!)
The Individual: My daily routine
The French speaking communities: French sports 
and leisure
The Changing world: Leading a healthy lifestyle

Unit 2 Voyages (Travel)
The Individual: My travel tales and plans.
The French-speaking communities: Australia as a 
travel destination
The changing world: Travel in a modern world. 

YEAR 12

Unit 3 Les medias (The media)
The Individual: Technology and me
The French-speaking communities: Film and music
The Changing world: In the media

Unit 4 Le monde qui nous entoure (The world around 
us)
The Individual: Planning my future
The French-speaking communities: Migrant 
experiences
The changing world:  Youth issues.

LEARN MORE



GEOGRAPHY
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is Geography?
Geography is the study of physical and cultural environments. It provides students with the knowledge and skills to 
observe and describe places on the surface of the Earth, and to analyse and provide explanations on human and 
physical phenomena and their complex interactions. Geography is a field of inquiry that brings together the human and 
physical dimensions of the world in the study of people, places and environments.

How will Geography help me in the future?
Students develop a range of skills that help them to understand the physical world, interpret the past, scrutinise the 
present and explore sustainable strategies for the future care of places. They are able to understand recent and future 
developments such as urban planning, climate change, environments at risk, sustainable development practices and 
the unequal distribution of resources throughout the world.

What careers can Geography lead to?
The skills learned in the Geography course are useful in careers associated with government, tourism, town planning, 
agriculture, mining, environmental planning, teaching, overseas aid programs, foreign affairs and trade. 

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12?

What are the pre-requisites?
‘B’ grade in Year 10 Advanced HASS or
‘B+’ (68%) grade in Year 10 Standard HASS

VISIT: https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/humanities-and-social-
sciences/geography

TALK TO: 
Mrs Branchi: katherine.branchi@iona.wa.edu.au
Ms. Amperiadis: ioanna.amperiadis@iona.wa.edu.au

YEAR 11

Geography ATAR Unit 1:
Students explore various natural hazards, their 
impact on standards of living, and the active search 
for proposed solutions.

Geography ATAR Unit 2: 
Students explore the concept of ‘globalisation’ by 
comparing settlement patterns, living standards and 
resource use in Australia and developing countries. 

YEAR 12

Geography ATAR Unit 3:
Students will examine the impact of climate change 
and land cover change on our world, and how society 
can mitigate and adapt to those changes.

Geography ATAR Unit 4:
Students will examine city planning by comparing 
Perth with a selected ‘megacity’. They will also 
explore the challenges in designing cities to be more 
productive, vibrant and sustainable.

LEARN MORE



HUMAN BIOLOGY
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is Human Biology?
The Human Biology ATAR course gives students a chance to explore what it is to be human—how the human body 
works, the origins of human variation, inheritance in humans, the evolution of the human species and population 
genetics.

What careers can Human Biology lead to?

Nursing
Occupational Therapy

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12?

What are the pre-requisites?
70% mark in Year 10 Biology Topic (Advanced, Intermediate, Standard)
75% in General Biology Topic

VISIT: http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/science/human-biology

TALK TO: Mrs Prendergast –
katrina.prendergast@iona.wa.edu.au

YEAR 11

Unit 1 - The functioning human body:
In this unit, students analyse how the structure and 
function of body systems, and the interrelationships 
between systems, support metabolism and body 
functioning.

Unit 2 – Reproduction and inheritance:
In this unit, students study the reproductive systems 
of males and females, the mechanisms of 
transmission of genetic material from generation to 
generation, and the effects of the environment on 
gene expression.

YEAR 12

Unit 3:
Explores the nervous and endocrine systems and the 
mechanisms that help maintain the systems of the 
body to function within normal range, and the body’s 
immune responses to invading pathogens.

Unit 4:
explores the variations in humans, their changing 
environment and evolutionary trends in hominids.

LEARN MORE



INDONESIAN
ATAR Year 11 2020

Why choose a language?

Languages can help you with your career choices. 
They can open many doors.

• Commerce – import/export clerk, interpreter, bank officer, trade officer, import/export
• Education: language teacher, speech pathologist, translator
• Hospitality: hotel manager
• International relations – diplomat, interpreter, foreign affairs officer, media film and television, journalist, singer, 

actor.
• Marketing: human resources, working in industries
• Public relations: fashion (designer, stylist), flight attendant, banker, public relations officer, local government, social 

worker, welfare worker, lawyer, barrister
• Security: customs officer, immigration officer, defence, counter-terrorism
• Social justice: work in a range of professions (e.g. Medicine, law, education) in the field of social justice
• Tourism: small business, niche tourism, eco-tourism, tourist guide, travel consultant

Bonus for Languages ATAR
They can help you enter your chosen course at university.

Curtin University, Edith Cowan University, Murdoch University and the University of Western Australia offer a 10% TER 
(ATAR) bonus to WA Certificate of Education students who undertake study of a language other than English in Year 12. 
This represents the value the institutions have in second language skills. A LOTE bonus of 10% of a LOTE scaled score 
is added to the best four scaled scores. You receive the LOTE bonus irrespective of whether your LOTE course scaled 
score was counted as one of the best four. (https://www.tisc.edu.au/static-fixed/guide/slar-2019.pdf)

Tours and Exchanges
A tour to Central and East Java for year 11 students is in 2020. This includes a tour of the sites in Central and East 
Java, private language classes at a university in Yogyakarta and cultural activities at a wilderness retreat. In- country 
touring is an enriching and rewarding experience and sees students expedite their growth in language ability, personal 
maturity and independence.

Rationale for Language Learning
• Communicate in another language 
• Enhance  intellectual and social development
• Enhance  understanding of their first language and culture
• Expand  knowledge and approach to tasks with insights gained from another culture and language
• Participate in the life of another culture and gain an understanding of the similarities and differences between 

cultures
• Improving intracultural competence, valued in workplaces
• Enhance self-esteem and confidence to communicate a wider range of circumstances

What are the pre-requisites?
‘Mid - High “C’’ Grade i.e. above 60%

LEARN MORE: scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-
materials/languages/indonesian-second-language

TALK TO: Ms Teh – nancy.teh@iona.wa.edu.au

https://www.tisc.edu.au/static-fixed/guide/slar-2017.pdf)


INDONESIAN
ATAR Year 11 2020

A student should continue with Indonesian if she: 
• Is enjoying the lessons AND achieving an A or B grade, or a good C grade.
• If she wishes to go on a study tour to Indonesia and get to know more about its cultures and people.
• If she is interested in possible exchange student experiences.

The Course
This course is designed to further develop students’ knowledge and understanding of the culture and language of 
Indonesian-speaking communities, providing them with opportunities to gain a broader and deeper understanding of 
Indonesian and extend and refine their communication skills. The course focuses on interrelationship of language and 
culture and equips students with the skills needed to function in an increasingly globalised society. Relevant and 
engaging tasks, delivered through a range of contexts and topics, develop literacy in the Indonesian language, as well 
as extend literacy development in English. Languages ATAR courses are arranged into three contexts (Individual, 
Community and World) and there are three topics for these contexts, within the scope of the focus area of the unit: 

UNIT 1 Saat ini aku di sini (Here and now)
Students build on their skills, knowledge and understandings through the study of the unit content. They further 
develop their communication skills in Indonesian and gain a broader insight into the language and culture.

UNIT 2 Bisa saya bantu? (Can I help you?)
Students further develop their skills, knowledge and understandings through the study of the unit content. They extend 
their communication skills in Indonesian and gain a broader insight into the language and culture. The personal, 
community and global contexts are used in this focus area to explore different aspects: 

The individual The Indonesian-speaking
communities

The changing world

Being a teen, what does it mean? 
Students reflect on what they do in 
their daily life and express their 
identity and what it means to be a 
teenager. They discuss moving 
into adulthood, coping with 
pressures, socialising and 
developing relationships. 

Indonesian communities
Students explore the influence of 
culture on lifestyle in Indonesia 
through a study of music, film and 
national and religious 
celebrations. 

Stay connected
Students consider communication 
in a changing world and its 
influence on culture and language. 

The individual The Indonesian-speaking
communities

The changing world

My country, Australia
Students reflect on the appeal of 
Australia to travellers and the 
reasons why Indonesians travel to 
Australia. They discuss the 
importance of cross-cultural 
engagement when interacting with 
Indonesian visitors in order to 
develop deeper relationships

On exchange
Students explore preparations for 
student exchange to Indonesia and 
discover how exchange visits link 
communities, broaden friendships 
and bring new opportunities as 
well as challenges. 

Careers and travel
Students consider future 
education and employment 
opportunities as well as travel and 
community service pathways in a 
fast developing world. 



INTEGRATED SCIENCE
GENERAL Year 11 2020

What is Integrated Science?
The Integrated Science General course enables students to investigate science issues in the context of the world 
around them. 

What careers can Integrated Science lead to?
Laboratory Technician 

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12?

What are the pre-requisites?
C Grade in any Year 10 Science course

VISIT: http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/science/integrated-science

TALK TO: Mrs Devenish –
stephanie.devenish@iona.wa.edu.au

YEAR 11

Environmental Degradation and Sustainability Unit 1: 
In this unit, students develop an understanding of the 
processes involved in the functioning of systems 
from the macro level (cycles in nature and Earth 
systems) to systems at the organism, cellular and 
molecular level. They investigate and describe the 
effect of human activity on the functioning of cycles 
in nature. By integrating their understanding of Earth 
and biological systems, students come to recognise
the interdependence of these systems.
Students investigate structure and function of cells, 
organs and organisms, and the interrelationship 
between the biological community and the physical 
environment. They use a variety of practical activities 
to investigate patterns in relationships between 
organisms 

Kinesiology and Well Being Unit 2: 
In this unit, students develop an understanding of the 
processes involved in the transformations and 
redistributions of matter and energy in biological, 
chemical and physical systems, from the atomic to 
the macro level. Students will investigate the 
properties of elements, compounds and mixtures, 
and how substances interact with each other in 
chemical reactions to produce new substances. They 
explore the concepts of forces, energy and motion 
and recognise how an increased understanding of 
scientific concepts has led to the development of 
useful technologies and systems.

YEAR 12

Unit 3: 
Students investigate the interrelationships between 
Earth systems, the structure and function of 
biological systems, ecosystems and sustainability 
and species continuity and change.

Unit 4:
In unit four the focus is on the physical sciences such 
as chemical reactions, mixtures and solutions, 
motion and forces and energy.

LEARN MORE



ITALIAN
ATAR Year 11 2020

Why choose a language?

Languages can help you with your career choices. 
They can open many doors.

• Commerce – import/export clerk, interpreter, bank officer, trade officer, import/export
• Education: language teacher, speech pathologist, translator
• Hospitality: hotel manager
• International relations – diplomat, interpreter, foreign affairs officer, media film and television, journalist, singer, 

actor.
• Marketing: human resources, working in industries, import/export products (Australian companies – technology, 

food and beverages, aboriginal art, lighting, clothing and textiles, cosmetics, plants and flowers, wool, coal)
• Public relations: fashion (designer, stylist), flight attendant, banker, public relations officer, local government, social 

worker, welfare worker, lawyer, barrister
• Security: customs officer, immigration officer, defence, counter-terrorism
• Social justice: work in a range of professions (e.g. Medicine, law, education) in the field of social justice
• Tourism: small business, niche tourism, eco-tourism, tourist guide, travel consultant

Bonus for Languages ATAR
They can help you enter your chosen course at university.

Curtin University, Edith Cowan University, Murdoch University and the University of Western Australia offer a 10% TER 
(ATAR) bonus to WA Certificate of Education students who undertake study of a language other than English in Year 12. 
This represents the value the institutions have in second language skills. A LOTE bonus of 10% of a LOTE scaled score 
is added to the best four scaled scores. You receive the LOTE bonus irrespective of whether your LOTE course scaled 
score was counted as one of the best four. (https://www.tisc.edu.au/static-fixed/guide/slar-2019.pdf)

Tours and Exchanges
Tours of Italy are offered every two years; and an exchange to Italy offered every year.

Rationale for Language Learning
• Communicate in another language 
• Enhance intellectual and social development
• Enhance understanding of their first language and culture
• Expand knowledge and approach to tasks with insights gained from another culture and language
• Participate in the life of another culture and gain an understanding of the similarities and differences between 

cultures
• Enhance their self-esteem

VISIT: scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-
materials/languages/italian-second-language

TALK TO:  MRS LA VERGHETTA 
rosanna.laverghetta@iona.wa.edu.au

LEARN MORE

https://www.tisc.edu.au/static-fixed/guide/slar-2017.pdf)


ITALIAN
ATAR Year 11 2020

Course Outcomes
The Italian: Second Language ATAR course is designed to facilitate achievement of the following outcomes.
• Outcome 1- Listening and responding
Students listen and respond to a range of texts.
• Outcome 2- Spoken interaction
Students communicate in Italian through spoken interaction.
• Outcome 3- Viewing, reading and responding
Students view, read and respond to a range of texts.
• Outcome 4- Writing
Students write a variety of texts in Italian.

External Examinations and Competitions
The WAATI Examination for Years 10, 11 and 12 students of Italian

A student  should continue with languages if she:
• Enjoys the lessons and is achieving and A /B or good C grade
• Wishes to go on study tours to Italy
• Wishes to participate in exchange student experiences

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12?

What are the pre-requisites?
‘Mid -High “C’’ Grade i.e above 60%

VISIT: scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-
materials/languages/italian-second-language

TALK TO: MRS  LA VERGHETTA 
rosanna.laverghetta@iona.wa.edu.au

YEAR 11

Unit 1 Rapporti (Relationships) 
The Individual: Family, friend and school 
relationships.
The Italian-speaking communities: Traditions, events 
and celebrations.
The Changing world: Communicating in a modern 
world. 

Unit 2 Andiamol (Travel – Let’s Go!): 
The Individual: My holiday tales and plans and 
Destination Italy
The Italian-speaking communities: Destination 
Australia.
The changing world: Travel in a modern world. 

YEAR 12

Unit 3 Grazie Italia (Thank you Italy): 
The Individual: All things Italian.
The Italian-speaking communities: Italian lifestyle
The Changing world: Il made in Italy around the world 

Unit 4 Ieri, oggi e domani (Yesterday, today and 
tomorrow):
The Individual: Reflecting on my life and planning my 
future.
The Italian-speaking communities: Youth issues
The changing world:  Environmental issues.

LEARN MORE



LITERATURE
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is Literature ATAR?
Literature ATAR develops students’ appreciation of the pleasure to be gained from reading literature. They will 
examine how personal, social, historical and cultural factors influence the creation and reading of literary texts.

A student should select Literature ATAR in Year 11 if she:
• Has strong reading comprehension and analytical writing skills
• Enjoys reading complex texts, particularly prose, poetry and drama texts
• Enjoys dealing with complex ideas, and is interested in social and historical contexts

The Literature ATAR examination (3 hours, 2 sections)
• Section I: Analytical Essay – close reading of a prose, poem or drama text
• Section II: Two essay responses referencing texts studied

To achieve success in Literature ATAR, a student will:
• Maintain her own rigorous and challenging reading program of a broad range of prose, poetry and drama texts in 

particular
• Independently attend a variety of theatrical productions
• Independently practise and develop her analytical writing skills
• Independently extend her wider reading to develop her knowledge of historical and cultural influences in literature

Whatever course a student elects to follow in Years 11 and 12, she will be encouraged to:
• Develop her appreciation of the texts she will encounter in her life
• Express herself effectively
• Learn about the power of language to reflect and shape our lives, and
• Develop her ability to think critically about her world

A student’s English teacher best knows which course will suit her. We strongly advise a student to consult her teacher 
when she is making her subject selection.

What are the pre-requisites?
B+ (English Standard), C (English Advanced)

VISIT: http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/english/literature

TALK TO: Ms Perera –
samantha.perera@iona.wa.edu.au

LEARN MORE



MATERIAL DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is Materials, Design & Technology – TEXTILES?

The Materials Design & Technology – Textiles course is a practical course with a focus on Fashion and Textiles. It 
allows students choice for the exploration and use of textiles for design and manufacture.

MDT is offered at the ATAR  level. 

The Materials Design and Technology course aims to prepare all students for a future in a technological and material 
world by providing the foundation for lifelong learning about how materials are developed and used.

This is a course about ideas, innovation and creativity. It has a practical focus, with approximately a 50% written 
component. A digital portfolio is the method of final submission.

In order to do these well, students research and test the different characteristics of materials, and use strategies to 
develop innovative and creative ideas. 

They develop a clear understanding of the elements and fundamentals of design, and apply a learned design process 
to successfully develop  products utilizing textile materials.

Students apply skills of management in planning and implementing a process, at the same time as they manipulate 
tools and machines to produce high-quality textile  products. 

Future career paths include product  fashion design, retail sales, stylist, fine arts, and education fields.

Students have the opportunity to enter textiles competitions, as well the annual Creative Arts Exhibition.

This is a hands-on practical based ATAR course. There are numerous guest speakers and excursions offered to the 
students. Materials Design and Technology is studied for five periods per week.

Prerequisites
Textiles Year10

LEARN MORE:
Visit: scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-
materials/technologies/materials-design-and-technology

TALK TO: Ms Watson –
meg.watson@iona.wa.edu.au



MATHEMATICS
Year 11 2020

There are four Mathematics courses offered at Iona in Years 11 and 12, one General and three ATAR. Each course is 
organised into four units. Unit 1 and Unit 2 are taken in Year 11 and Unit 3 and Unit 4 in Year 12. The Western 
Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) examination of each of the three ATAR courses is based on Unit 3 and Unit 4 
only. 

The courses are differentiated, each focusing on a pathway that will meet the learning needs of a particular group of 
senior secondary students.

Mathematics Essential is a General course that focuses on using mathematics effectively, efficiently and critically to 
make informed decisions. It provides students with the mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding to solve 
problems in real contexts for a range of workplace, personal, further learning and community settings. This course 
provides the opportunity for students to prepare for post-school options of employment and further training. 

Mathematics Applications is an ATAR course that focuses on the use of mathematics to solve problems in contexts 
that involve financial modelling, geometric and trigonometric analysis, graphical and network analysis, and growth and 
decay in sequences. It also provides opportunities for students to develop systematic strategies based on the 
statistical investigation process for answering questions that involve analysing univariate and bivariate data, including 
time series data. 

Mathematics Methods is an ATAR course that focuses on the use of calculus and statistical analysis. The study of 
calculus provides a basis for understanding rates of change in the physical world, and includes the use of functions, 
their derivatives and integrals, in modelling physical processes. The study of statistics develops students’ ability to 
describe and analyse phenomena that involve uncertainty and variation. 

Mathematics Specialist is an ATAR course that provides opportunities, beyond those presented in the Mathematics 
Methods ATAR course, to develop rigorous mathematical arguments and proofs, and to use mathematical models 
more extensively. The Mathematics Specialist ATAR course contains topics in functions and calculus that build on and 
deepen the ideas presented in the Mathematics Methods ATAR course, as well as demonstrate their application in 
many areas. This course also extends understanding and knowledge of statistics and introduces the topics of vectors, 
complex numbers and matrices. The Mathematics Specialist ATAR course is the only ATAR Mathematics course that 
should not be taken as a stand-alone course.

Prerequisites
Mathematics Essential: C Grade in Year 10 Standard Mathematics, A Grade in Year 10 General Mathematics
Mathematics Applications: D Grade in Year 10 Extension Mathematics, C Grade in Year 10 Advanced Mathematics, B 
Grade in Year 10 Standard Mathematics.
Mathematics Methods: C Grade in Year 10 Extension Mathematics, A Grade in Year 10 Advanced Mathematics
Mathematics Specialist: C Grade in Year 10 Extension Mathematics, A Grade in Year 10 Advanced Mathematics 

Year 11 Year 12

Pathway One (General) Mathematics Essential (Unit 1, Unit 2) Mathematics Essential (Unit 3, Unit 4)

Pathway Two (ATAR) Mathematics Applications (Unit 1, Unit 2) Mathematics Applications (Unit 3, Unit 4)

Pathway Three (ATAR) Mathematics Methods (Unit 1, Unit 2) Mathematics Methods (Unit 3, Unit 4)

Pathway Four (ATAR) Mathematics Methods (Unit 1, Unit 2)
AND
Mathematics Specialist (Unit 1, Unit 2)

Mathematics Methods (Unit 3, Unit 4)
AND
Mathematics Specialist (Unit 3, Unit 4) 



MEDIA PRODUCTION AND ANALYSIS
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is Media Production and Analysis?

The Media Production & Analysis ATAR course gives students an opportunity to use their Media studies for their ATAR 
score for University entrance. 

In 2015, Media Production and Analysis joined Production Arts Learning Area and became one of the top performing 
subjects at Iona in 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018. 

In 2018 the average course score for Media Production and Analysis was 73% with 1 student gaining 100% for the 
Practical aspect.
In 2017 the average course score for Media Production and Analysis was 78%.
In 2016 the average course score for Media Production and Analysis was 73%.

Media offers students the ability to be creative, develop original ideas, solve problems and demonstrate individuality.

Students in Media, Production have a great opportunity to effectively use and learn Industry design programs including 
the full Adobe creative suit. Their final graduate portfolio creates a solid body of work that students can use to assist in 
the tertiary entries. The subject also fosters critical thinking skills, encouraging students to consider how the media 
frames issues, represents groups and people, how institutions of power dictate narratives, and how revenue drives 
decision-making.

Girls have opportunities to go on excursions to film screenings and end television , have access to visiting 
professionals from within the Australian Film and Television Industry, engage in weekend and after-school workshops, 
and benefit from using state-of-the-art production technologies and software all year round, made accessible by the 
College and Media staff.

The focus of Year 11 is Australian and International Popular Culture and Journalism, with a heavy focus on the 
development of a critical and analytical engagement with the popular media, and the development of vital skills in 
audio-visual production. Students choose between the production of various audio-visual forms, such as Short Films, 
Documentaries, Music Videos & News Segments.

Media Production and Analysis examinations
Students are required to complete 50% Practical work and 50% Written work. Students are required to sit an 
Examination at the end of both Semesters.

What is the prerequisite?
‘B’ or above in Year 10 Media Arts

LEARN MORE:
Visit: scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-
materials/arts/media-production-and-analysis

TALK TO: Mr Norman –
tom.norman@iona.wa.edu.au



MODERN HISTORY 
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is Modern History?
A society without knowledge of its history is like a person without a memory. History is a study of the past, and a 
search to understand ourselves and others. Through exploring the past, a society can obtain insights into its current 
practices, problems and values. We can also gain ideas about what may happen in similar circumstances in the future.

How will Modern History help me in the future?
History teaches the skills of critical thinking and analysis. Students will learn to analyse, research, make informed 
judgements and construct logical arguments. These are essential skills in many fields of work and study.

What careers can Modern History lead to?
Modern History will prepare students for careers in law, humanities, journalism, politics, business, government, 
education, industry, tourism, the travel industry, media and the arts.

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12? 

What are the pre-requisites?
‘B’ grade in Year 10 Advanced HASS or
‘B+’ grade (68%) in Year 10 Standard HASS

VISIT: https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/humanities-and-social-
sciences/modern-history

TALK TO: 
Ms Amperiadis: ioanna.amperiadis@iona.wa.edu.au
Mr Sheehan:      david.sheehan@iona.wa.edu.au

LEARN MORE

YEAR 11

Modern History ATAR Units 1 & 2
There are a variety of topics will be taught, based on student interest, teacher expertise, and available
resources. Topics include:
• The Age of Imperialism: 1848 – 1914
• Japan and the Meiji Restoration: 1853 – 1911
• Capitalism: the American experience 1907 – 1941
• Hitler and Nazi Germany: 1918 – 1945

YEAR 12

Modern History ATAR Units 3 & 4
There is a selection of topics that will be determined in 2019 for teaching in Year 12 2020. 
Topics include:
• Russia and the Soviet Union 1914–1945 (World War I to World War II) 
• The Cold War and the changing European world since 1945 
• Australia’s engagement with Asia 1945-2001
• The struggle for peace in the Middle East 1945-2000



MUSIC
ATAR Year 11 2020

Why should I take ATAR Music?
If you are a keen musician and have a passion for learning about music history, composing and developing your 
playing and aural abilities – this course is definitely for you! It is generally a smaller class, where teaching can be 
tailored to suit the needs of the class.

Will I succeed?
ATAR Music is a subject you will succeed in if you apply yourself on both your instrument and to your studies. The 
course is sequentially taught where students are gradually challenged.

How is the course structured?
The course is structured into 4 main components: 
Performance (50%) | Aural (17%) | Music Skills (Theory and Composition) (16%) | History (16%)

What would I be learning?

What standard of performance do I need to have?
As a general rule, for Year 11, you need to be at an AMEB Grade 5 performance level, then in Year 12, you should be 
around Grade 6 AMEB level.

What are the pre-requisites?
B+ Grade in Year 10 Music or above, or have special approval from the Head of Department.

VISIT: http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/arts/music

TALK TO: Ms Kingwell –
chiara.kingwell@iona.wa.edu.au 

History
In Year 11, if the Western Art Music pathway is 
chosen, the historical focus is on the development of 
the Concerto. In 2020, the pieces we will study are:
• Bach’s Concerto for two violins in D minor, BMV 

1043 1st and 2nd movements
• Beethoven Piano Concerto no.3 in C minor, Op. 37 

1st movement

If the Contemporary pathway is chosen the following 
pieces would be studied: 
• I Saw Her Standing There by The Beatles
• Rocket Man by Elton John
• Material Girl by Madonna
• Skyfall by Adele

Performance
There are opportunities for you to perform 
throughout the year, both within class and externally. 
You will receive marks for your contribution to the 
co-curricular program, as well as being assessed by 
your individual instrumental teachers.

Music Skills
In Year 11, you continue to expand your knowledge 
of transposition and composition, including writing a 
short movement of a symphony!

Aural 
In Year 11, you continue to build upon the skills you 
are establishing in Year 10. Increased difficulties of 
rhythmic and melodic dictation more intricate chord 
progressions and also skeleton scores.

LEARN MORE



PHYSICAL EDUCATION STUDIES
ATAR Year 11 2020

Why should I choose PE Studies?
If you enjoy and are good at sport, and want to learn about how we produce movement, then PE studies is a great 
subject choice for you!

Study in this course will allow you to improve and develop your practical skills and knowledge in sport-related areas. It 
provides students with a diverse range of employment opportunities in the sport and recreation industries, education, 
sport science, health and medical fields linked to physical activity and sport.  PE Studies emphasises learning in, about 
and through movement.

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12?
30% Practical, 70% Theory

• Developing physical skills, strategies and tactics
• Functional Anatomy
• Motor Learning and Coaching
• Biomechanics
• Exercise Physiology
• Sports Psychology

How will I be assessed?

• Performance (30%): Decision-making skills, perform movement skills, implement strategies and tactics.

• Response (15%): Students apply their knowledge and skills when responding to a series of stimuli or prompts.
(Response to, analysis and evaluation of physical activity)

• Investigation (15%): Research work in which students plan, conduct and communicate an investigation.
(Investigative research on own or others participation in physical activity)

• Examination (40%): Students apply their knowledge and skills when responding to a series of stimuli or prompts.
(Response to, analysis and evaluation of physical activity)

What are the Prescribed Sports?
AFL Badminton Basketball Cricket
Hockey Netball Soccer Tennis
Touch Volleyball

What are the pre-requisites?
B Grade PE
C Grade Advanced Science / B Grade Intermediate Science / A Grade Standard Science

VISIT: http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/health-and-physical-education/physical-
education-studies

TALK TO: Ms Anderson (tessa.anderson@iona.wa.edu.au)

LEARN MORE



PHYSICS
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is Physics?
In the Physics ATAR course students will learn how energy and energy transformations can shape the environment 
from the small scale such as in quantum leaps inside an atom’s electron cloud, through the human scale to the large 
scale, in interactions between galaxies.

What careers can Physics lead to?

Engineering
Astrophysics 

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12?

What are the pre-requisites?
70% in Physics Topic Intermediate or Advanced
C Grade in Year 10 Advanced/Extension Maths or A or B Grade Standard Maths

VISIT: http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/science/physics

TALK TO: Mr Hibble   john.hibble@iona.wa.edu.au

YEAR 11

Unit 1 – Thermal, nuclear and electrical physics: 
Students investigate energy production by 
considering heating processes, radioactivity and 
nuclear reactions, and investigate energy transfer 
and transformation in electrical circuits.

Unit 2 – Linear motion and waves: 
Students describe, explain and predict linear motion, 
and investigate the application of wave models to 
sound phenomena

YEAR 12

Unit 3:
Students investigate models of motion in 
gravitational, electric and magnetic fields to explain 
how forces act at a distance.

Unit 4:
Students use the theory of electromagnetism to 
explain the production and propagation of 
electromagnetic waves and investigate how 
shortcomings in existing theories led to the 
development of the quantum theory of light and 
matter, the Special Theory of Relativity, and the 
Standard Model of particle physics.

LEARN MORE



POLITICS AND LAW
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is Politics and Law?
Politics and Law is a study of the processes of decision-making concerning society’s collective future. The Politics and 
Law course develops understanding of the principles, structures, institutions and processes of political and legal 
systems, primarily in Australia, but also in other countries. It explores how society is governed and the values on which 
society is based.

How will Politics and Law help me in the future?
Students will become well informed about current issues and learn to debate and construct analytical arguments. The 
Politics and Law course continues to develop the skills of inquiry, with a greater focus on problem solving, decision-
making and analysis. The skills and values developed in the Politics and Law course allow students to become 
informed, active participants in the political and legal decisions that affect their lives.

What careers can Politics and Law lead to?
Politics and Law is a valuable background to careers such as law, international relations, diplomatic work, public 
administration, business, community development, teaching, political advocacy, journalism, government and 
commerce.

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12?

What are the pre-requisites?
‘B’ grade in Year 10 Advanced HASS or
‘B+’ grade (68%) in Year 10 Standard HASS

VISIT: https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-
and-support-materials/humanities-and-social-
sciences/politics-and-law

TALK TO: 
Mrs Ainsworth:  cheryl.ainsworth@iona.wa.edu.au
Mrs Powell:        debra.powell@iona.wa.edu.au
Ms. Amperiadis: ioanna.amperiadis@iona.wa.edu.au

YEAR 11

Politics and Law ATAR Unit 1:
This unit introduces students to the principles, 
structures and processes of political and legal 
systems. Students will learn how government and 
the legal system operates.

Politics and Law ATAR Unit 2:
This unit explores how well our political and legal 
systems work. What are their strong points, their 
faults and flaws, and how can they be made more 
effective?

YEAR 12

Politics and Law ATAR Unit 3:
This unit focuses in detail on the role of political and 
legal institutions and the Australian Constitution, and 
the power that they have to change and shape 
society.

Politics and Law ATAR Unit 4:
Students critically examine how political and legal 
systems respond to accountability and human rights 
issues, and the ways countries can uphold or 
undermine democratic values.

LEARN MORE



PSYCHOLOGY
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is Psychology?
Have you ever wondered why you behave the way you do? What makes people tick? What part of the brain controls 
your aggression? Why can’t you concentrate in Math’s class? Why are you afraid of clowns?

Psychology is the study of the human mind and behaviour and tries to answer questions we have about the human 
condition. We look at such concepts as how you learn and how to improve your memory. In fact, it touches every area 
of your life and will help you to understand yourself and the people around you in ways you never imagined. The study 
of Psychology can lead to careers in a range of different fields, including elite sport, clinical practice, investigative 
research and teaching.

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12?

Conformity | Obedience | Stereotypes | Research | Attraction | Phobias | Mental illness 

Memory Attention | Learning Physiology | Personality | Group Behaviour | Relationships

Attitudes | The Brain | Intelligence | Sleep | Dreaming | Communication | Heredity

How is the Course Structured?

"Education is what survives when what has been learned has been forgotten.”
B.F.Skinner

What are the pre-requisites?
70% mark in Year 10 Biology Topic (Advanced, Intermediate, Standard)
75% in General Biology Topic

VISIT: http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/science/psychology

TALK TO: Mrs Haskett–
melissa.haskett@iona.wa.edu.au

LEARN MORE

Investigation: Students plan and conduct a study to answer a 
research question that can include predicting, hypothesising, 

designing, controlling variables, gathering and organising data, and 
interpreting and evaluating research findings.

Response: Students apply knowledge and skills to analyse, interpret 
and evaluate data, and identify ethical issues.

Project: Students communicate psychological knowledge, skills and 
processes in familiar and unfamiliar contexts

Examination: Students apply knowledge and skills to analyse, 
interpret and evaluate content of the course in examination 

conditions



RELIGION AND LIFE 
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is Religion and Life?
The Religion and Life ATAR course provides students with opportunities to learn about religion and the interplay that 
occurs between religion, societies and people. Students develop an informed and critical understanding of this 
interplay. At Iona, the course is taught in the context of the Catholic faith and will emphasise its beliefs and practices. 

The Religion and Life ATAR course is both rewarding and challenging. This course allows students to develop a more 
adult view about the role of Catholicism and other religions within society.

In ATAR Religion and Life Source Analysis, students read and critique a variety of texts and statistics, developing 
important analytical skills. The Short Answer and Essay questions require very precise and detailed answers, 
necessitating a high level of skill in English, as marks are allocated for content and also for the quality of a student’s 
argument and discussion.

Because of the literary demands of this course, students who are contemplating studying Religion and Life at ATAR 
level should have shown a high level of competency in both Religious Education and HASS. A student’s marks in Essay 
writing and Source Analysis in both Year 10 Religion, and Year 10 HASS, are a good indicator about a student’s 
potential in Religion and life at ATAR level.

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12?

What are the pre-requisites?
‘B+’ Grade (Religious Education)
In addition to 75% in both Source Analysis and Essay sections of the Semester 1 Examination.

VISIT: https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/humanities-and-social-sciences/religion-
and-life

TALK TO: Mrs Husband– heidi.husband@iona.wa.edu.au

YEAR 11

Unit 1: The focus of this unit is the place of religion in 
society. It examines the responses of people to 
religion, in particular how people understand the 
response of religion to their concerns, needs and 
questions. Students develop the skills required for 
conducting an inquiry, processing information, and 
communicating findings about the interplay between 
religion and life. 

Unit 2: The focus of this unit is religious identity and 
purpose. It investigates how religion shapes, forms 
and supports people in life. The unit also examines 
how religion impacts on and interacts with, groups in 
society. Students develop the skills required for 
conducting an inquiry, processing information, and 
communicating findings about the interplay between 
religion and life.

YEAR 12

Unit 3: The focus for this unit is the connection 
between past and present experiences of religion. 
Students analyse the impact of changes within 
society and how these changes shape the way 
individuals and groups interact with religion. They 
further develop research skills for conducting an 
inquiry, processing information and, communicating 
findings about the interplay between religion and life. 

Unit 4: The focus for this unit is the interplay between 
religion and life. Students explore how religion 
responds to, and interacts with, issues that arise 
within society. They further develop research skills 
for conducting an inquiry, processing information, 
and communicating findings about the interplay 
between religion and life.

LEARN MORE



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
GENERAL Year 11 2020

What is Religion and Life General?
The Religion and Life General course provides students with opportunities to learn about religion and explores the 
relationships between religion, society and individuals. It examines the nature of religion and how it offers individuals 
and their communities an understanding of the world around them. At Iona, the course is taught in the context of the 
Catholic faith and will emphasise its beliefs and teachings. 

Through the Religion and Life General course, students learn skills that will enable them to understand the role 
religion plays in society and in the lives of people. They use a range of primary and secondary sources and employ a 
variety of methods to investigate information. These methods include research, observation, analysis, and discussion.

Students, using a range of primary and secondary sources, employ a variety of methods to investigate information. 
These methods include research, observation, analysis, discussion and involve personal interaction and reflection.

The course content is divided into three content areas:
The nature of religion
The influence of religion
Religious inquiry and processes

What content will I study in Year 11 and 12?

What are the pre-requisites?
All students are required to study Religion and Life at the College. 

VISIT: https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/humanities-and-social-sciences/religion-
and-life

TALK TO: Mrs Husband– heidi.husband@iona.wa.edu.au

YEAR 11

Unit 1: The focus of this unit is religion as a human 
activity. It explores how people search for meaning in 
life and the characteristics of religion. Students 
conduct research and develop the skills required for 
processing information and communicating findings 
about religion and life.

Unit 2: The focus of this unit is the role religion plays 
in society. It considers the responses offered by 
religion to issues that exist in society. Students 
conduct research and develop the skills required for 
processing information and communicating findings 
about religion and life.

YEAR 12

Unit 3: The focus of this unit is the role religion plays 
in the lives of people. It explores how people interact 
with and respond to religion. Students consolidate 
the skills required for conducting an inquiry, 
processing information and communicating findings 
about religion and life.

Unit 4: The focus for this unit is the interplay between 
religion and life. Students explore how religion 
responds to and interacts with issues that arise 
within society. They further develop research skills 
for conducting an inquiry, processing information 
and communicating findings about the interplay 
between religion and life.
. 

LEARN MORE



VISUAL ARTS 
ATAR Year 11 2020

What is Visual Arts ATAR?

These courses are designed for students wishing to gain university entrance using an ATAR. Students are required to 
complete 50% practical work and 50% written work. Students are required to sit an examination at the end of both 
Semesters.

The ATAR course gives students an opportunity to use their Visual Arts studies for their ATAR score for university 
entrance. 

• In 2018, Iona achieved a mean ATAR of 77% and was the Top Performing Catholic School.
• In 2017,  Iona had the top performing student in the State for ATAR Visual Art and 2 students were in the top 4.
• In 2016, the average course score for Visual Arts at Iona was 84%. In 2017, the score was 78%. 
• Girls study Visual Arts ATAR for five periods a week
• Girls have opportunities to go on excursions and a Visual Arts Camp, have access to visiting artists, weekend 

workshops and allocation of personal working space.
• The focus of Year 11 is Modernism in Visual Art History and Australian Art, both traditional forms and 

contemporary trends. Conceptual individuality and skills development in practical work is explored through a 
variety of media.

• Finished projects will be displayed at the annual Creative Arts Exhibition.

What are the prerequisites?
‘B’ or above in Year 10 Art

LEARN MORE:
Visit: scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-
materials/arts/visual-arts

TALK TO: Mr Andreotta –
jordan.andreotta@iona.wa.edu.au



VISUAL ARTS 
GENERAL Year 11 2020

What is Visual Arts General?

This course is designed for students that wish to gain university entrance using an alternative pathway or produce a 
folio of work for TAFE or industry acceptance. Students are required to produce a practical body of work, which is 70% 
practical and the remainder being written assessments.

Year 11 General course is ideally suited to girls who love studying Art and want to continue their studies into Year 11 
without the pressure of an examination. They are typically girls who want to only study five ATAR courses or girls who 
are following the Access pathway.

The ratio of written to practical work is 30/70 in the General program. 

• Girls study Visual Art for 4  periods a week.
• The program focuses on creating innovative artworks with a focus on skill. Girls who are aiming to obtain a 

portfolio for university entry will have the opportunity to develop and design a portfolio for this purpose over the 
two year duration of the course.

• The program is a student centred, independent course, with the main focus being on students developing artworks 
to the given theme.

• Finished projects will be displayed at the annual Creative Arts Exhibition.
• Study and career pathways include, education, photography, design, graphics

What are the prerequisites?
Nil

LEARN MORE:
Visit: scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-
materials/arts/visual-arts

TALK TO: Mr Andreotta –
jordan.andreotta@iona.wa.edu.au


