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LEARNING AREA SUMMARY

There are nine Learning Areas in the curriculum of Catholic schools in Western Australian. The first is 
Religious Education.

[61/62: Mandate of the Catholic Education Commission of Western Australia 2009 – 2015.] 

Religious Education aims to share Catholic faith by promoting knowledge and understanding of the 
Gospel, as it is handed on by the Catholic Church, and of how those who follow Christ are called to live 
this Gospel in today’s world. 

Religious Education 

• reflects the same systematic demands and rigour as all other Learning Areas  

• will always present Catholic beliefs and practices in the context of the Christian promise of 
salvation and the questions and aspirations of the human heart that God alone can satisfy 
completely. 

• complements Catechesis offered in family, school and parish communities. 

• relates Catholic beliefs and practices to the questions, sensibilities and issues of students. 

• encourages students to search for deeper understanding and meaning in the topics studied. This 
is particularly important in relation to issues of life and death, what it means to be human, moral 
right and wrong, the relationship between faith and science, and the origin, purpose and ultimate 
destiny of human life.  

• aims to help students develop into the integrated persons God intends, including as individuals who 
have learned to ‘serve and be responsible for others’.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TOPICS: YEARS 7, 8 AND 9  

YEAR 7 

· Four units of work over the course of the year: 

o	 Celebrating Jesus

o	 Living as Church

o	 Celebrating New Life

o	 Living in God’s Love

· Two common assessments per term. No examination. 

· Bible literacy and Christian meditation.

YEAR 8  

· Four units of work over the course of the year: 

o	 Belonging and Acceptance in Catholic Communities

o	 The Universal Need for God

o	 Creation: God’s Original Plan

o	 Growing in the image of God.  

· Two common assessments per term. No examination. 

· Bible literacy and Christian meditation. 



YEAR 9  

• Four units of work over the course of the year:  

o	 The Human Search for Truth

o	 People Grow Spiritually stronger

o	 People can Achieve Emotional Peace

o	 Christian Love and Sexuality  

• Two common assessments per term; one of which is an End of Year Examination at the conclusion 
of Semester Two. 

• The Bishop’s Religious Literacy Assessment (BRLA) in Term 3. This assessment is completed in all 
Catholic schools across WA. 

• Bible Literacy and Christian meditation  

RELIGION AND LIFE YEARS 10, 11 AND 12 

Religion and Life explores the interplay between religion, society and individuals. It examines the nature of 
religion and how it offers individuals and their communities an understanding of the world around them. 
As students develop the knowledge, understanding, values and skills of this course, they understand 
ways to interact and communicate with people about the diversity of religious beliefs and practices. 

Through Religion and Life, students learn why and how religions respond to human experiences such 
as injustice and suffering. They learn skills that will enable them as Australian and global citizens to 
critique situations of this kind and the responses made by religions. 

At Iona Presentation College, the course is taught in the context of the Catholic faith, and emphasizes 
its beliefs and practices. 

YEAR 10 RELIGION AND LIFE 

• Four units of work over the course of the year: 

o	 Vocation – called to be and become

o	 The Search for Freedom

o	 The Holy Spirit’s action through Conscience and The Church

o	 Restoring God’s Justice in the world

• Two common assessments per term; including a school based examination at the conclusion of 
both Semester 1 and Semester 2. 

• Bible Literacy and Christian meditation.  



YEAR 11 

In Year 11, students may choose from the following courses: 

RELIGION AND LIFE ATAR 

• Unit 1: The place of religion in society.

o	 This unit examines the responses of people to religion, in particular how people 
understand the response of religion to their concerns, needs and questions. Students 
develop the skills required for conducting an inquiry, processing information, and 
communicating findings about the interplay between religion and life. 

• Unit 2: Religious Identity and purpose  

o	 It investigates how religion shapes, forms and supports people in life. The unit also 
examines how religion impacts on and interacts with, groups in society. Students 
develop the skills required for conducting an inquiry, processing information, and 
communicating findings about the interplay between religion and life. 

• Four to five common assessments and one Examination per semester  

• Bible Literacy and Christian meditation.  

RELIGION AND LIFE GENERAL  

• Unit 1: Religion as a human activity.

o	 This unit explores how people search for meaning in life and the characteristics of 
a religion. Students conduct research and develop the skills required for processing 
information and communicating findings about religion and life. 

• Unit 2: The role Religion plays in society 

o	 This unit considers the different responses offered by religion to issues that exist in 
society. Students conduct research and develop the skills required for processing 
information and communicating findings about religion and life. 

• ‘Faith in Action’ program.

• Four common assessments per semester, which includes the mandated CEO Common Assessment 
Tasks (CATs) that will occur in each semester. 

• Bible Literacy and Christian meditation.  

YEAR 12 

In Year 12, students may choose from the following courses: 

RELIGION AND LIFE ATAR 

• Unit 3: The connection between past and present experiences of religion. 

o	 This unit allows students to analyse the impact of changes within society and how 
these changes shape the way individuals and groups interact with religion. They 
further develop research skills for conducting an inquiry, processing information and, 
communicating findings about the interplay between religion and life. 

• Unit 4: The interplay between religion and life. 

o	 This unit allows students to explore how religion responds to, and interacts with, issues 
that arise within society. They further develop research skills for conducting an inquiry, 



processing information, and communicating findings about the interplay between 
religion and life.

• Four assessments and one Examination per semester  

• Bible Literacy and Christian meditation.  

RELIGION AND LIFE GENERAL   

• Unit 3: The role religion plays in the lives of people. 

o	 This unit explores how people interact with and respond to religion. Students 
conduct research and consolidate the skills required for processing information and 
communicating findings about religion and life. 

• Unit 4: The interplay between religion and life.

o	 This unit explores how religion responds to and interacts with issues that arise within 
society. They further develop research skills for conducting an inquiry, processing 
information and communicating findings about the interplay between religion and life.

• Three to four common assessments per semester. SCSA EST (Externally Set Task) is included 
in the Semester 1 assessment schedule. 

• ‘Faith in Action’ program. 

• Bible Literacy and Christian meditation.  

All students learn investigative processes, religious inquiry and research skills, which include:

o	 Research 

o	 frame questions to guide inquiry and develop a research plan for inquiry 

o	 identify, locate and organise relevant information from a range of relevant sources 

o	 practise ethical scholarship when conducting research 

o	 Analysis and use of sources 

o	 identify the origin, purpose and context of particular sources 

o	 analyse, interpret and synthesise evidence from different types of sources to develop 
and sustain an academic argument 

o	 evaluate the reliability, usefulness and contestable nature of sources to develop 
informed judgements that support an academic argument 

o	 analyse and evaluate different interpretations and points of view 

o	 Explanation and communication 

o	 develop reasoned and supported conclusions 

o	 develop texts that accurately use evidence to explain, support or refute arguments 

o	 communicate understanding by selecting and using text forms appropriate to purpose 
and audience 

o	 apply appropriate referencing techniques accurately and consistently 



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

Religious Education at Iona Presentation College exceeds the boundaries of the classroom. It is a 
celebration of catechesis and sacramentality in all its forms throughout school life on a daily basis. It 
offers our girls so many opportunities to support the Faith Life of the school and make a difference in 
our world. These include:  

o	 Opening School Mass  

o	 Year Masses  

o	 Special liturgies (including Ash Wednesday, Easter and Christmas)  

o	 St. Patrick’s Day Mass  

o	 Graduation Mass  

o	 Iona Youth Mass (St Patrick’s Basilica)  

o	 Special Ministers of the Eucharist Training  

o	 Altar Server Training  

o	 Reflection Days for all Years (7 to 12)  

o	 Student Reconciliation  

o	 Rosary  

o	 Sacramental Preparation Program  

o	 Service Learning (including immersion trips to Thailand/Laos and Kununurra)

o	 Community Service Groups 

 “By degrees, with the assistance of God, we may do a great deal”  

(Nano Nagle 1718 – 1784)  


